from former hopes there ; yet come thou early, if it
be early yet ; and if it be not early, come apace to
Christ Jesus : how learned soever thou art yet to learn
thy first letters, if thou know not that Christ Jesus is
Alpha and Omega, he in whom thou must begin and
determine every purpose : thou hast studied thyself
but into a dark and damnable ignorance, if thou have
laboured for much learning only to prove that thou canst
not be saved, only to dispute against the person and
the Gospel of Christ Jesus. But propose to thine imita-
tion Stephen, who though enriched with great parts,
and formerly, accustomed to the conversation of others
of a different persuasion, applied himself early to Christ
as a disciple, and more than in that general application,
in a particular function and office as a deacon, as is
expressed in the former chapter.

THE ROMAN church that delights in irresolutions, and
gains, and makes profit in holding things in suspense,
holds up this question undetermined, whether that
office and function which Stephen took of deacon, be so
t sacris, a part of holy orders, as that it is a sacrament,
or any part of the sacrament of orders, Durand, a
man great in matter of ceremony, Cajetan, a man great
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